
Remembering John
Swenson: Word for
word, man of letters

BY PHIL PFUEHLER
rfjeditor@rivertowns.net

gçÜå=pïÉåëçå=ï~ë=~=íçïå
çÑ= háååáÅâáååáÅ= Ñ~êãÉê= Ñçê
ÇÉÅ~ÇÉëI=Äìí=ã~åó=éÉçéäÉ=ïáää
êÉÅ~ää= íÜ~í= Üáë= å~ãÉÇ
~ééÉ~êÉÇ= çÑíÉå= çå= íÜÉ
gçìêå~äÛë=ÉÇáíçêá~ä=é~ÖÉëK

pïÉåëçåI= ïÜç= ÇáÉÇ= ä~ëí
ïÉÉâ=~í=~ÖÉ=UPI=ï~ë=~=éêçäáÑáÅ
äÉííÉê= ïêáíÉê= ~ë= ïÉää= ~ë= ~= ëÉäÑJ
éìÄäáëÜÉÇ=~ìíÜçêK

eáë= Ñçìê= Äççâë= ïÉêÉ= �jó
k~îó=bñéÉêáÉåÅÉW=NVQPJNVQSXÒ
�gìëí= iççâáåÖ= çìí= íÜÉ= _~Åâ
aççêXÒ= �píìÑÑXÒ= ~åÇ= �qÜÉ
`êÉïKÒ=`çéáÉë=çÑ=É~ÅÜ=Å~å=ÄÉ
ÅÜÉÅâÉÇ=çìí=~í=íÜÉ=oáîÉê=c~ääë
mìÄäáÅ=iáÄê~êóK

j~êó= jìêéÜó= ëÉêîÉÇ
ÄêáÉÑäó= ïáíÜ= pïÉåëçå= ïÜÉå
íÜÉó= ïÉêÉ= ÉäÉÅíÉÇ= íç= íÜÉ
háååáÅâáååáÅ=qçïå=_ç~êÇK

�gçÜå= ï~ë= ~= ÖççÇ= íÉ~ÅÜÉê
~åÇ= ãÉåíçêIÒ= ëÜÉ= ë~áÇK= �f
~ÇãáêÉÇ= Üáë= ëÉåëÉ= çÑ= éìÄäáÅ

Çìíó=~åÇ=Üçï=ÜÉ=ìåÇÉêëíççÇ
íÜÉ= áãéçêí~åÅÉ= çÑ= é~êíáÅáé~íJ
áåÖ=áå=íÜÉ=ÇÉãçÅê~íáÅ=éêçÅÉëëK

�tÉ=~ää=âåçï=ÜÉ=ï~ë=Ñìää=çÑ
áåíÉêÉëíáåÖ= çéáåáçåë= ~åÇ= ÜÉ
êÉëÉ~êÅÜÉÇ= íÜÉã= èìáíÉ= ïÉääK
eÉ= ïáää= ÄÉ= ãáëëÉÇ= ~ë= ~= ÖççÇ
ÅáíáòÉå=áå=çìê=ÅçããìåáíóKÒ

pïÉåëçåÛë= ïêáíáåÖ= ï~ë
ë~äíóI= éê~ÅíáÅ~äI= Åê~åâóI= éÜáäçJ
ëçéÜáÅ~äI= éêçîçÅ~íáîÉ= ~åÇI
óÉëI=åçí=~äï~óë=É~ëó=íç=Ñçääçï
çê=~ÖêÉÉ=ïáíÜK=

^ÖêÉÉ= çê= Çáë~ÖêÉÉ= ÇáÇåÛí
ã~ííÉêK= a~ìÖÜíÉê= qçåá
`Üêáëíá~åëÉåI= ~= tÉëíëáÇÉ= Ñáêëí
Öê~ÇÉ= íÉ~ÅÜÉêI= ë~áÇ= ÜÉê= Ç~Ç
�ï~åíÉÇ= íç= ÖÉí= éÉçéäÉ= íç
íÜáåâKÒ

�qÜ~í= ï~ë= Üáë= Öç~äIÒ= ëÜÉ
ë~áÇK=�eÉ=ïçìäÇ=ÉîÉå=í~âÉ=íÜÉ
çééçëáíÉ= éçáåí= çÑ= îáÉï= Ñêçã
ïÜ~í= ÜÉ= ëçãÉíáãÉë= ÄÉäáÉîÉÇI
àìëí= Ñçê= íÜÉ= ë~âÉ= çÑ= ÇáëÅìëJ
ëáçåKÒ

eÉêÉ=~êÉ=gçÜå=pïÉåëçå=äÉíJ
íÉê= ÉñÅÉêéíë= íÜ~í= ~ééÉ~êÉÇ
çîÉê=íáãÉ=áå=íÜÉ=gçìêå~äW
� `~å=çåÉ=áãéêçîÉ=~=éêçÇJ

ìÅí= ëç= ãìÅÜ= áí= áë= åç= äçåÖÉê
ÇÉëáê~ÄäÉ= çê= äÉëë= ìëÉÑìä\
`çåëáÇÉê=íÜÉ=íçã~íç=Ô=çåÅÉ=ëç

ÄÉ~ìíáÑìäI=àìáÅó=~åÇ=í~ëíóK=kçï
óçì=Å~å=éä~ó=Å~íÅÜ=ïáíÜ=íÜÉã
~åÇ= ëÜáé= íÜÉã= áå= Äìäâ= ÅçåJ
í~áåÉêë=ïáíÜçìí=ÑÉ~ê=çÑ=Ç~ã~ÖJ

áåÖ= íÜÉáê= åÉïäó= ÇÉëáÖåÉÇ
ëâáåëÁaáÇ=ïÉ=Öç=íçç=Ñ~ê\
� qÜÉ=`çäÇ=t~ê=áë=çîÉê=~åÇ

íÜÉ= rp^= áë= åçï= íÜÉ= ä~êÖÉëí
~êãë= ÇÉ~äÉê= áå= íÜÉ= ïçêäÇ>=tÉ
~êÉ= ÇáëéÉåëáåÖ= ÇÉëíêìÅíáçå= íç
TMB= çÑ= íÜÉ= å~íáçåëI= çåÉ= çÑ
ïÜáÅÜ=ÅçìäÇ=íÜÉå=ÄÉÅçãÉ=çìê
ïçêëí=ÉåÉãóK=qÜáë=ãÉ~åë=çåÉ
íÜáêÇ= çÑ= çìê= dKkKmK= áë= Ä~ëÉÇ
ìéçå=âÉÉéáåÖ=íÜÉ=Ü~íÉ=é~ê~ÇÉ
ÖçáåÖ=ÄÉíïÉÉå=ÉíÜåáÅ=Öêçìéë=çÑ
ëí~íÉë = áå = Åçåëí~åí
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Education
fåíÉêå~íáçå~ä=ÜáÖÜ

ëÅÜççä=ëíìÇÉåí=`~ãÉäá~
^ãçìê=ëÜ~êÉë=~=Åçãé~êáJ
ëçå=çÑ=íÉÉå~ÖÉ=äáÑÉ=áå
oáîÉê=c~ääë=~åÇ=ÜÉê=å~íáîÉ
Åçìåíêó=çÑ=cê~åÅÉK
A5
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Business
oáîÉê=c~ääë=ï~ë

ïáíÜçìí=~=ÄáâÉ=ëÜçé
Ñçê=çåäó=~=ÑÉï=ïÉÉâëK
^=åÉï=çåÉ=ÅäçëÉäó
äáåâÉÇ=íç=qÜÉ=oçìíÉ
áë=ëÉí=íç=çéÉåK
A8
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^=_äççã=çÑ=ã~åó=Åçäçêë

BY DEBBIE GRIFFIN
dgriffin@rivertowns.net

oáîÉê= c~ääë= áë= ãçìêåáåÖ= íÜÉ
äçëë= çÑ= ~= ÄÉäçîÉÇ= Ñ~ãáäó= ã~åI
îÉíÉêáå~êá~åI= ÅáîáÅ= ëÉêî~åíI
ÖÉåíäÉ= äÉ~ÇÉêI=Åçãé~ëëáçå~íÉ
Å~êÉÖáîÉêI= äçÅ~ä= ÅçäìãåáëíI
~îáÇ=çìíÇççêëã~åI=ëÅáÉåíáëíI
~åÇ= ~ääJ~êçìåÇ= Åçããìåáíó
ã~åI= aêK= qÜçã~ë= �qçãÒ
_äççãI=SOK=

_äççã= ÇáÉÇ= ~êçìåÇ= QWPM
éKãK=p~íìêÇ~ó=áå=~=íêÉÉJÅìííáåÖ

~ÅÅáÇÉåíI= éêçãéíáåÖ= ~å= çìíJ
éçìêáåÖ= çÑ= ÅçåÇçäÉåÅÉëI= ÑçåÇ

ëÉåíáãÉåíë=~åÇ=~å=çîÉêïÜÉäãáåÖ
~ééêÉÅá~íáçå=Ñçê=~ää=ÜÉ=ÇáÇK=

eáë=ÄêçíÜÉê=aÉååó=ë~áÇ=íÜÉ=ÄÉëí
ÇÉíÉêãáå~íáçå= çÑ= �ïÜ~í= Ü~éJ
éÉåÉÇÒ= áë= íÜ~í= _äççã= ï~ë= ÑÉääáåÖ
~å= ç~â= íêÉÉ= íÜ~í= ëí~êíÉÇ= íç= Ñ~ää
ïêçåÖX=ÜÉ=ã~ó=Ü~îÉ=ëäáééÉÇ=íêóáåÖ

íç=ÖÉí=çìí=çÑ=áíë=ï~óK=
kÉáÖÜÄçêë=äÉ~îáåÖ=îá~=~=ëÜ~êÉÇ

ÇêáîÉï~ó= ë~ï= _äççã= éáååÉÇ= ~åÇ
éÜçåÉÇ= ~ìíÜçêáíáÉëK= qÜÉ= ãÉÇáÅ~ä
Éñ~ãáåÉê= íçäÇ= Üáë= Ñ~ãáäó= íÜ~í
ÇÉ~íÜ=Ü~Ç=ÄÉÉå=áåëí~åí~åÉçìëK

^= POJóÉ~ê= ÇçÅíçê= çÑ= îÉíÉêáå~êó
ãÉÇáÅáåÉI= _äççã= ëí~êíÉÇ= háååáÅ
sÉíÉêáå~êó= pÉêîáÅÉ= áå= NVVQI= Ñáêëí
éê~ÅíáÅáåÖ=Ñêçã=~=Ä~êå=çå=Üáë=íçïå
çÑ= háååáÅâáååáÅ= éêçéÉêíóK= ^= ÑÉï
óÉ~êë=ä~íÉêI=ÜÉ=ÄçìÖÜí=íÜÉ=Ñ~ãáäá~ê
kçêíÜ= j~áå= píêÉÉí= éêçéÉêíó= ~åÇ
Äìáäí=~å=çÑÑáÅÉ=íÜÉêÉK=

_äççã= íçìÅÜÉÇ= íÜÉ= äáîÉë= çÑ
ã~åó= ~åáã~äë= ~åÇ= íÜÉáê= Å~êÉí~âJ
ÉêëK= eÉ= ï~ë= îÉêó= ïÉää= âåçïå= Ñçê
âáåÇäó=ÇÉäáîÉêáåÖ=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=íçìÖÜJ
äçîÉ= ëéÉÉÅÜ= íç= ëÅçêÉë= çÑ= Üìã~å
ÅäáÉåíëW= �vçìê= EáåëÉêí= éÉí= å~ãÉF
ïÉáÖÜë=uI=Äìí=fÛÇ=äáâÉ=íç=ëÉÉ=íÜ~í=~í
uÒ= EáåëÉêí= áÇÉ~ä= åìãÄÉê= ãìÅÜ
äçïÉê=íÜ~å=éÉíÛë=~Åíì~ä=ïÉáÖÜíFK=

aÉååó= ë~áÇ= qçãÛë= Ñ~ãáäó= ïáää
ÄêáåÖ= áå= ~åçíÜÉê= îÉí= íç= ëÉêîÉ= íÜÉ
éê~ÅíáÅÉI=íÜÉå=ëÉÉ=Üçï=íÜáåÖë=ÖçK=

qçã= ~äëç= äÉÇ= íÜÉ= ^êêçïÜÉ~Ç
sÉíÉêáå~êó= ^ëëçÅá~íáçåI= äçîÉÇ
çéÉê~íáåÖ=Üáë=Ü~ã=ê~ÇáçI=ëìééçêíJ

ÉÇ= íÜÉ= äçÅ~ä= Üìã~åÉ= ëçÅáÉíóI= ~åÇ
îçäìåíÉÉêÉÇ= ~í= íÜÉ= jáååÉëçí~
o~éíçê=`ÉåíÉêK=

_äççã= ÉÇìÅ~íÉÇ= íÜÉ= ÅçããìJ
åáíó= íÜêçìÖÜ= ~å= oc`Jqs= ëÜçï
Å~ääÉÇ= �̂ í= íÜÉ= sÉíÒ= ~åÇ= óÉ~êë= çÑ
ëÉãáJêÉÖìä~ê= Åçäìãåë= áå= íÜÉ
gçìêå~ä= ~Äçìí= ÉîÉêóíÜáåÖ= Ñêçã
Å~åáåÉ= ~åÇ= ÑÉäáåÉ= ëìêÖÉêó= íç= íáÅâ
Åçåíêçä=~åÇ=ÑÉÉÇáåÖK=

eÉ=íçäÇ=çÑ=ëéäÉÉåëI=ÜÉ~êíëI=âáÇJ
åÉóëI= íÉÅÜåçäçÖóI= Öìã= ÇáëÉ~ëÉI
éêÉîÉåíáîÉ= Å~êÉI= çÄÉëáíóI= ÇáëÉ~ëÉI
ÜóéçíÜÉêãá~I= ãÉÇáÅ~íáçåë= ~åÇ
ãçêÉK=_äççã=íçäÇ=~ã~òáåÖ=ëíçêáÉë
çÑ=ëìêîáî~äI=éêÉÅ~êáçìë=éêçÅÉÇìêÉëI
ìåÅçåÇáíáçå~ä= äçîÉI= ~åÇ= ÅçåÅÉêå
Ñçê=éÉí=çïåÉêëK=

eÉ= ëÜ~êÉÇ= ~= éáÅíìêÉ= çÑ= ïÜ~í
dçêáää~= däìÉ= Ô= ~éé~êÉåíäó= ~
ÇÉëáêÉÇ= ëå~Åâ= Ô= äççâë= äáâÉ= ~ÑíÉê
ÄÉáåÖ= áåëáÇÉ= ~= Å~åáåÉÛë= ëíçã~ÅÜK
eÉ=ã~å~ÖÉÇ=íç=ÇÉëÅêáÄÉ=ÉñéäáÅáíäó
ÇÉí~áäÉÇ= ~åÇ= Öê~éÜáÅ= ÉãÉêÖÉåÅó
ëìêÖÉêáÉë=Äìí=~äï~óë=áå=~å=~ééêçJ
éêá~íÉI=éêçÑÉëëáçå~ä=ï~óK=

Services set for 
Tom Bloom 
� Funeral: 1 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 24,
Zion Temple, 1300
Summit Ave., St. Paul. 
� Interment: 3:30

p.m. Wednesday at
Pleasant Valley
Cemetery, County Road
J at County Road W,
town of Kinnickinnic. 
� Shiva: 7 p.m.

Wednesday at Shalom
Home East, 740 Kay
Ave., St. Paul. 
� Memorial: 7 p.m.

Thursday at Kinnickinnic
Town Hall, County Road
J at County Road JJ,
town of Kinnickinnic.  
� Cards: Please

send to 325 Sherwood
Forest Road/River Falls,
WI 54022.
� In lieu of flowers:

Memorials preferred to
Haitian Relief Services,
c/o River Falls Rotary
Club, check payable to
RF Rotary and mailed to
P.O. Box 311/River Falls,
WI 54022; or, donations
to the giver’s favorite
charity.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Tom Bloom and his beloved old companion, Jergen. He later wrote
a poignant column in the Journal about saying farewell to the dog.

’Animals and people
have lost a fine friend’ 

DEBBIE GRIFFIN PHOTOS
Two UW-River Falls business management students installed a voluntary-
use breathalyzer inside Bo’s ’N Mine last week as a means of helping
people determine if they’ve consumed too much alcohol to drive safely.
Left to right: Alex Petersen, Bo’s ’N Mine owner Cedric Ellingson and Rory
Sampair. 

Blow to know
Voluntary breathalyzer 
seems to be catching on

BY DEBBIE GRIFFIN
dgriffin@rivertowns.net 

cçê=ANI=íÜêÉÉ=ëÉÅçåÇëI=~åÇ=~
Äáí= çÑ= ÄêÉ~íÜI= êÉëí~ìê~åí= ~åÇ
Ä~ê= é~íêçåë= ~í= _çÛë= Ûk= jáåÉI
NNM= pK= j~áå= píKI= Å~å= íÉää= áÑ
íÜÉóÛîÉ=Ü~Ç=~=ÑÉï=íçç=ã~åó=íç
ÇêáîÉ=ë~ÑÉäóK=

qïç=ÉåíÉêéêáëáåÖ=rtJoáîÉê
c~ääë= ÄìëáåÉëë= ã~å~ÖÉãÉåí
ëíìÇÉåíëI=àìåáçê=oçêó=p~ãé~áê
~åÇ= ëÉåáçê= ^äÉñ= mÉíÉêëÉåI
Ü~íÅÜÉÇ=íÜÉ=áÇÉ~=çÑ=áåëí~ääáåÖ=~
îçäìåí~êóJìëÉ= ÄêÉ~íÜ~äóòÉê
ã~ÅÜáåÉ= áåëáÇÉ= _çÛëK= b~ÅÜ
ïçêâë= íÜêÉÉ= Ç~óë= ~= ïÉÉâ= Ä~êJ
íÉåÇáåÖ=íÜÉêÉK=

_çÛë= çïåÉêI= `ÉÇêáÅ
bääáåÖëçåI= ëìééçêíë= íÜÉ= ÉÑÑçêí
~åÇ= ë~áÇ= ~Äçìí= íÜÉ= ã~ÅÜáåÉÛë
êÉ~ÇáåÖëI=�fíÛë=~=Ü~åÇó=éáÉÅÉ=çÑ
áåÑçêã~íáçå=íç=Ü~îÉKÒ=

p~ãé~áê= ë~áÇ= íÜÉ= åçíáçå
ëí~êíÉÇ=~ÑíÉê=~=Ä~Ç=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ
çåÉ=åáÖÜíK=eÉ=íÜçìÖÜí=ÜÉ=ï~ë
lh= íç= ÇêáîÉ= Äìí= ï~ë= ~Åíì~ääó
àìëí=çîÉê=íÜÉ=äÉÖ~ä=ÄäççÇJ~äÅçJ
Üçä=äáãáí=~åÇ=ÉåÇÉÇ=ìé=ÖÉííáåÖ
~=arfK

�fíÛë= ÉãÄ~êê~ëëáåÖI= áíÛë
Üìãáäá~íáåÖ= ~åÇ= áíÛë= ÉñéÉåJ
ëáîÉIÒ=ÜÉ=ë~áÇ=çÑ=íÜÉ=Çêìåâ=ÇêáîJ
áåÖ=áåÅáÇÉåíK

pç= ÜÉ= ïÉåí= ëÜçééáåÖ
çåäáåÉ= Ñçê= ~= éÉêëçå~äJìëÉ
ã~ÅÜáåÉK= tÜÉå= ÜÉ= Å~ãÉ
~Åêçëë= íÜÉ= ÅçããÉêÅá~äJÖê~ÇÉ
^äÅçpÅ~å= _áääL`çáåJlé
_êÉ~íÜ~äóòÉêI= ÜÉ= ~åÇ= mÉíÉêëÉå
ÄÉÖ~å=í~äâáåÖK=

pççå=íÜÉó=ÑçêãÉÇ=p~ãé~áê
C= mÉíÉêëÉåI= ii`I= ~åÇ= ÄçìÖÜí
çåÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=AOIRMM=ã~ÅÜáåÉëK=

qÜÉ= íïç= ë~ó= áí= ïÉåí= áåíç

_çÛë=çå=cÉÄK=NS=~åÇ=êÉèìáêÉÇ=NO
ëÅêÉïë= Ñçê= áåëí~ää~íáçåK= qïç
~åÇ=~=Ü~äÑ=Ç~óë=ä~íÉêI=NQM=éÉçJ
éäÉ=Ü~Ç=ìëÉÇ=íÜÉ=ã~ÅÜáåÉK=

p~ãé~áê=ë~áÇI=�f=Ü~îÉåÛí=Ü~Ç
~=ëáåÖäÉ=åÉÖ~íáîÉ=ÅçããÉåíKÒ=

bääáåÖëçå= ~åÇ= íÜÉ= óçìåÖ
Ä~êíÉåÇÉêë= ë~ó= ~Äçìí= URB= çÑ
_çÛë=ÅäáÉåíÉäÉ=ï~äâ=íç=~åÇ=Ñêçã
íÜÉáê= Éëí~ÄäáëÜãÉåíK= _ìí= ~í
äÉ~ëí= íÜêÉÉ= é~íêçåë= ïÜç= ìëÉÇ
íÜÉ= ã~ÅÜáåÉI= ÇÉÅáÇÉÇ= åçí= íç
ÇêáîÉ=~ÑíÉê=ëÉÉáåÖ=íÜÉáê=êÉëìäíK=

qÜÉ= ÄêÉ~íÜ~äóòÉê= ãÉÉíë
ëí~åÇ~êÇë= çÑ= íÜÉ= aÉé~êíãÉåí
çÑ= qê~åëéçêí~íáçåI= íÜÉ
k~íáçå~ä= eáÖÜï~ó= qê~ÑÑáÅ
p~ÑÉíó=^Çãáåáëíê~íáçå=~åÇ=íÜÉ
cççÇ= ~åÇ= aêìÖ
^Çãáåáëíê~íáçåK= fíë= ã~âÉêë
Öì~ê~åíÉÉ= êÉëìäíë= íç= ÄÉ= ~ÅÅìJ
ê~íÉ=ïáíÜáå=KMNI=~åÇ=é~íêçåë=~êÉ
~ÇîáëÉÇ= íç= ï~áí= ìåíáä= OM= ãáåJ
ìíÉë=~ÑíÉê=íÜÉáê=ä~ëí=Çêáåâ=íç=Çç
íÜÉ=íÉëíK=

�qÜáë=áë=íÜÉ=åÉïÉëí=íÉÅÜåçäJ
çÖó= ~ë= Ñ~ê= ~ë= ~= ÄêÉ~íÜ~äóòÉêIÒ
ë~áÇ=p~ãé~áêK=

‘Things come out of my head’

John and Ardie Swenson at a grandson’s wedding years ago at
Coachman’s Bar & Grill in Baldwin. While he retired from farming in
1989, Swenson worked in mid-life as a Sperry Univac engineering tech-
nician and did construction. Son Bob said his dad’s favorite job was for
the U.S. government when he drove a truck through the Midwest and
followed high-altitude balloons equipped with sensitive data-gathering
transmitters.

John Swenson started farming
dairy and beef cattle off and on
in 1947 on Halo Drive in the
town of Kinnickinnic. In the
1970s he added a second farm
briefly in the town of River Falls.
According to a May 1974 story in
the River Falls Journal, Swenson
rigged a system to convert cow
manure into energy producing
methane gas, dubbed “cow-
power.” By the late 1970s
Swenson and some area farmers
promoted the use of corn and
grain crops as a fuel source
(ethanol). Swenson was motivat-
ed by rising foreign oil costs. One
of the two pictures shows John
waving from his tractor during
winter; the other shows him and
wife Ardie roasting marshmallows
on John’s homemade methane
digester.

See Bloom, page  A2

See Swenson, page  A3

See Breathalyzer, page  A3


